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Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 
 Meeting Minutes 

 
5:30 PM, Monday, October 22, 2018 

Rohnert Park City Hall, Conference Room 2A 
130 Avram Avenue, Rohnert Park, California 94928 

 
Members Present:  Creighton Bell  X   Gary Gutierrez  X  Tim Hensel ___ 
   Shirley Johnson ___ Katie Musick X     
 
Non-Voting Participants:  Eydie Tacata, Management Analyst; Leo Tacata, resident (Rohnert Park); 
Debbie Eakins, resident (Sonoma County, unincorporated); Dave Kosmala, resident (Rohnert Park) 
 

1. Call to Order 

Acting Chair Katie Musick called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 

2. Introductions 

Acting Chair Katie Musick commenced self-introductions.  

3. Election of Officers 

Acting Chair Musick nominated herself for the position of Chair.  There being no other nominations, a 
vote was taken, and Katie Musick was elected as Chair by a vote count of 3 ayes (Bell, Gutierrez, 
Musick), 0 nays, 0 abstentions, 2 absences (Hensel, Johnson).  

Committee Member Gary Gutierrez nominated Creighton Bell for the position of Vice-Chair.  There 
being no other nominations, a vote was taken, and Creighton Bell was elected as Vice-Chair by a vote 
count of 3 ayes (Bell, Gutierrez, Musick), 0 nays, 0 abstentions, 2 absences (Hensel, Johnson).  

4. Consideration of Approval of Minutes of August 27, 2018 (Action) 

Committee Member Creighton Bell moved to approve meeting minutes of August 27, 2018; the motion 
was seconded by Chair Musick and approved by a vote count of 3 ayes (Bell, Gutierrez, Musick), 0 nays, 
0 abstentions, 2 absences (Hensel, Johnson).  

5. Consideration of Approval of Minutes of September 24, 2018 (Action) 

Committee Member Gutierrez moved to approve meeting minutes of September 24, 2018; the motion was 
seconded by Committee Member Bell and approved by a vote count of 3 ayes (Bell, Gutierrez, Musick), 0 
nays, 0 abstentions, 2 absences (Hensel, Johnson). 

6. Committee Volunteers to Survey Utility Poles in Sidewalks for Undergrounding (Discussion) 

Ms. Eydie Tacata, City staff, described a project proposed by the City Engineer to take an inventory 
PG&E utility poles in sidewalks that impede use of the sidewalk.  She explained the use of Rule 20A 
funds to underground utility poles, and that the City Engineer wants a prioritized list of poles for PG& E 
to consider undergrounding should there be an adjacent project on which to add this type of work.  Ms. 
Tacata wanted to know if anyone from the Committee wanted to volunteer to help with this survey of the 
poles in A and B Sections, to identify the poles that most impede sidewalk use.  

Chair Musick asked if this project was related to a Sonic fiber optic buildout in A and B Sections that she 
heard about. Ms. Tacata said that the pole survey was not related.  
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Mr. Leo Tacata, resident (7723 Beverly Drive, Rohnert Park) said that he is volunteering to help with the 
survey. He lives in B Section and walks frequently throughout the neighborhood. He said that knows 
where the problematic poles are, including ones in the sidewalk that force most sidewalk users to go out 
into the street. He welcomes an effort to identify and eventually underground these poles. 

Committee Member Gutierrez asked if PG&E or Public Works has a list of the poles. Ms. Tacata said that 
Public Works has a list only of the poles on which City street lights are attached; not all of the PG&E 
poles have City lights on them. PG&E would have a list of their own poles, but the City does not have this 
list at this time. She said that it is unlikely that either list would identify whether the poles are 
problematically placed, create ADA issues, or otherwise impede sidewalk use.  

Dave Kosmala, resident (Coleman Valley Condominiums), stopped by the meeting to drop off a letter 
related to an issue at a prior Committee meeting. He thanked the Committee and the City for painting the 
curb on Country Club Drive adjacent to Golf Course Drive. 

Committee Member Bell asked if PG&E had the poles on a replacement schedule. Ms. Tacata said she did 
not know. There was discussion about the need for an inventory project. Ms. Tacata explained that she 
was asking the Committee if they would like to help, but the City Engineer would have the inventory done 
regardless. The Committee requested more information about the project.  

7. Public Comment 

Debbie Eakins, 4523 Labath Avenue, explained that she lives in unincorporated Sonoma County, just 
north of the City limits. She and her neighbors enjoy walking in Rohnert Park and regularly cross Wilfred 
Avenue from the north side to the south side. However, they feel there is no safe way to walk on the north 
side of Wilfred Avenue.  

The Committee and meeting attendees looked at Google aerial maps and street views of the intersection of 
Wilfred Avenue and Labath Avenue and vicinity. Chair Musick asked what the Rohnert Park Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan (“Bike/Ped Master Plan”) had for that area.  Ms. Tacata responded that Class II 
lanes were indicated on Wilfred Avenue on the Bike/Ped Master Plan, and those were built with the 
Wilfred Avenue Widening project. 

There was discussion about whether the traffic light could be coordinated for a longer phase for Labath 
Avenue cross-traffic, or perhaps a pedestrian-activated crossing could be installed, as vehicular cross 
traffic from Labath is very infrequent. Committee Member Gutierrez asked why there was no crosswalk.  
Ms. Tacata said that there is no crosswalk because there is no development on the north side at this time, 
nor a pedestrian facility like a sidewalk for someone to cross to. Typically, right-of-way improvements 
adjacent to undeveloped sites are added by the sites’ developers. In this case, an eventual developer of this 
parcel on the north side of Wilfred would add sidewalks and crosswalks to benefit their new development. 

Ms. Eakins added that a significant group of users of the intersection includes the local homeless 
population who travel along Labath Avenue from areas in the County north of Wilfred Avenue to access 
services at the Graton Casino as well as other resources in Rohnert Park. Chair Musick noted that the 
Committee had not really looked at this part of Rohnert Park for connectivity to the County.  

Committee Member Gutierrez asked about vehicular traffic on Wilfred Avenue and the effect of the new 
traffic management system. Ms. Tacata said that the Golf Course Drive corridor is one of the primary 
focuses of the adaptive traffic system implementation; it might be possible to adjust the timing here, but 
she would check with the Deputy City Engineer. Committee Member Gutierrez asked if the Casino could 
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pay for improvements at this intersection. Committee Member Bell also asked if Federal grants are 
available to implement pedestrian solutions here. 

Mr. Tacata said that in this Public Comment period of the meeting, he wanted to add a little more about 
the A & B Section overhead utilities discussed earlier. He said that a previous Council Member promised 
utility undergrounding to a neighborhood organization representing older sections of town. Mr. Tacata 
said that he understood that fully undergrounding the utilities has not happened partly because of cost, as 
the City would be responsible for connecting the houses to the eventual utility underground conduit.  He 
volunteered to conduct the inventory of problem poles because as a frequent walker, he has found it 
difficult to get around some of the poles.  He has seen other users – some with crutches, walkers, strollers, 
or wheelchairs – having to go into the street to get around the poles. Overgrown landscaping from 
adjacent properties also narrows the sidewalk passageway. He encouraged the Committee to communicate 
to the City Council the importance of undergrounding the utilities, especially from a pedestrian 
standpoint. Chair Musick agreed, and said that it is good to know that the City Council has been interested 
in the past in utility undergrounding. She added that the safety issues associated with above-ground 
utilities is also reason to push for undergrounding. 

8. Staff and Committee Member Updates on Previous Matters 

Ms. Tacata said there was no news to share on the Bike Share Program.  Regarding the work done to 
identify improvements to crosswalks, Ms. Tacata said that she noticed that the rapid rectangular flashing 
beacon that was supposedly ordered for the Snyder Lane and Capri/Rosana Way intersection has not been 
installed yet, and she would check on that.  

Committee Member Gutierrez asked staff if there was anything in particular he needed to do to remain on 
the Committee, as his appointing Council Member was not running for re-election, and his appointment 
was only through December. Ms. Tacata said that as long as he had a current application on file, it would 
be considered alongside other applications by the new Council Member replacing his original appointing 
Council Member.   

There was discussion about whether, if the appointments end in December—and a Council Members do 
not make their appointments in January – whether it is possible not to have a quorum.  Ms. Tacata said 
that she would check with the City Clerk on this.  

9. New Matters for Future Consideration 

There were no new matters brought up for future consideration. 

10. Adjournment 

The Committee adjourned the meeting at 6:44 PM. 

 

_________________________________    
Eydie Tacata, Recording Secretary  Katie Musick, Chair 
Rohnert Park Bicycle and   Rohnert Park Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee   Pedestrian Advisory Committee  


